
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 March 18, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Dear Saint Matthew’s Parishioners, 

 

On behalf of the parish clergy and staff, I ask that we all join together as a parish family 

in prayer, fasting and almsgiving during this trying and unusual time.  Lent is a time for 

renewed appreciation of our need for God’s mercy, and this public health crisis brings 

that home in a powerful way. 

 

As you have probably already heard, Bishop Burbidge has suspended all public Masses 

and devotions until further notice.  All parish Masses will be offered in private by Fr. 

Duesterhaus and me, for the intentions assigned to them.  The church will be open 

for private prayer, and confessions will be heard Monday – Friday from 11:00 a.m. 

until  noon, and from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  On Saturdays, confessions will be 

heard from 11:00 a.m. until noon. 

 

Information on the parish’s and diocese’s response to the coronavirus problem is 

constantly being updated on the websites (stmatthewspotsylvania.org and 

arlingtondiocese.org).  We are trying to maintain parish operations as fully as possible, 

and so I ask that you sustain your weekly offerings during this time by mailing them or 

bringing them to the Parish Office, or through online giving (information is available on 

the parish website).  As always, your generous support is vital to your parish’s 

mission. 

 

On the reverse of this letter you will find a Prayer to Jesus for Healing and Guidance 

recommended by Bishop Burbidge.  Please offer it daily as we entrust ourselves, our 

country and our world to God’s provident care.   

 

       Yours in Christ,  
 

                                                                                     Fr. Paul M. Eversole 

        Pastor 

 

  



A Prayer to Jesus for Healing and Guidance 
  

Jesus, Son of God,  
you were sent by the Father  
to bear our weakness;  
be with us in this time of crisis. 
  
Merciful Savior,  
heal and comfort the sick,  
so that with health restored,  
they may give you praise. 
  
Divine Physician,  
accompany our caregivers  
so that, serving with patience,  
they may heal wisely. 
  
Eternal Wisdom,  
guide our leaders  
so that, seeking remedies,  
they may follow your light. 
  
Christ, the Anointed,  
protect us in body and spirit,  
so that, freed from harm,  
we may be delivered from harm,  
we may be delivered from all affliction. 
  
Who live and reign with God the Father  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God forever and ever.   
Amen. 
  
  
  



By Decree of 
Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 

Bishop of Arlington 
16 March 2020 

 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

All public Masses and Devotions are suspended 
      

All weekday and Sunday Masses will be offered in 
private by the priests of the parish fulfilling all Mass 
intentions. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dear St. Matthews Parishioners, 
 

     The parish offices will remain open at the regular hours. 
 

     The Sacrament of Penance will be available throughout 
the week.   From Monday to Friday the Sacrament will be 
available from 11 AM to 12 noon and 6:00 to 7:00 PM.   On 
Saturday confessions will be heard from 11AM to 12 noon. 
 
      The church will be open during the day for private 
prayer.  Booklets for the Stations of the Cross are available 
in the vestibule, as are novena prayers for a time of crisis. 
 
       As always, your parish clergy and staff are available to 
assist you.  You can reach the priests 24/7 at 540.498.3170. 
 
       Let us join together in confident prayer, entrusting 
ourselves, and our country, and the whole word to God’s 
provident care. 
 

        Yours in Christ, 
 

        Fr. Eversole  
                                                                         Fr. Duesterhaus 
 


